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Press Kit (11/2025) 
 

 

Facts & Figures  
 

 

Company website:  https://company.machineseeker.com/ 

Email:  info@machineseeker.com 

Phone:  +49 201 857 86 10 

 

Business model:  Online Marketplaces for Used Machinery and 

Commercial and Recreational Vehicles 

Founded:   1999 

Number of employees:   55 

Managing directors:  Thorsten Muschler, Sven Schmidt 

Platforms:    Machineseeker.com 

   Maschinensucher.de (58 local platforms) 

   Mobile App for iOS and Android 

   TruckScout24.com (29 local platforms) 

   Werktuigen.nl (17 local platforms) 

   Gebrauchtmaschinen.de 

   Used-Machines.com 

Paying sellers:  Over 12,000 

Listings online:  Over 300,000 

Most expensive machine:    28 million euros (Diesel generator) 

Inquiries per month:   Over 360,000 (from more than 150 countries) 

Inquiry volume per month:     More than 10 billion euros 

  

https://company.machineseeker.com/
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About Machineseeker 
 

 
CEO & Founder Thorsten Muschler 

The Machineseeker Group, headquartered in Essen, Germany, operates Europe’s leading 

online network for used machinery and commercial vehicles through its platforms 

Maschinensucher, Machineseeker, TruckScout24, Werktuigen, Gebrauchtmaschinen.de, 

and Used-Machines.com. More than 12,000 sellers currently list over 300,000 machines 

on these platforms. The marketplaces record over 15 million visitors per month and 

generate an intermediary inquiry volume of more than 10 billion euros. Since its founding 

in 1999, the company has grown steadily and profitably. Today, the group employs around 

55 people at its headquarter in Essen. 
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“The used machinery trade has undergone significant digital transformation in recent 

years – particularly since the COVID-19 pandemic. This presents tremendous growth 

opportunities in international markets, which we will continue to seize“, explains 

Managing Director Thorsten Muschler. 

Growth and Expansion 

To further strengthen its position as the global number one, the Machineseeker Group is 

strategically investing in the European core market and pursuing a clear expansion 

strategy. Over the past five years, the group has acquired four international marketplaces: 

• 2018: Integration of the Polish platform MaszynyUzywane.pl, the No. 2 after 

Machineseeker.pl  

• 2019: Acquisition of TruckScout24, focusing on commercial vehicles, motorhomes, 

caravans, and construction machinery 

• 2020: Integration of Werktuigen.nl, the market leader in the Benelux countries  

• 2023: Acquisition of Gebrauchtmaschinen.de and Used-Machines.com 

With the expansion of international activities, the number of employees has doubled over 

the past two years. The team is set to continue growing – particularly in the areas of IT, 

marketing, and the international trainee program. In the short term, the company plans 

to expand its Essen headquarters workforce to over 60 employees. 
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The Machineseeker Founder Story 

It all began in his child’s bedroom 

 

Founder Thorsten Muschler (center) in conversation with its employees 

 

What began in a child’s bedroom in 1999 has grown into the world’s leading network 

for used machinery. Essen-based entrepreneur Thorsten Muschler, founder and 

managing director of the online platform Machineseeker.com, has turned a simple 

idea into an international success story. Today, the Machineseeker Group employs 

55 people – and that number continues to rise. 

 

At the end of the 1990s, Muschler worked for a company that occasionally traded used 

machines. “That’s when the idea came up to create an online marketplace where anyone 

could buy and sell machines at low cost”, Muschler recalls. In 1999, he launched 

Maschinensucher.de – the same year the German versions of Google and eBay went 
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online. Through the acquisition and integration of additional platforms, the single website 

evolved into a Europe-wide network: the Machineseeker Group, which today operates 

more than 100 country-specific marketplaces. 

 

Until 2008, Muschler managed and programmed the entire platform himself – including 

accounting. “There are only 24 hours in a day. At some point, it was simply too much for 

one person to handle”, he says in retrospect. Today, the former one-man project has 

become a growing company with modern offices in downtown Essen, recently expanded 

by an additional floor. 

 

Growth without investors  

 

Over the course of more than two decades, Muschler has seen countless competitors 

come and go – many backed by millions in investor funding. Machineseeker, on the other 

hand, has grown continuously without any external capital. “Fifteen to twenty years ago, 

only a few dealers were active online. Today, the market has gone digital – and that works 

to our advantage”, says the founder.  

 

With an international network of over 12,000 dealers and more than 300,000 listed 

machines, the Machineseeker Group now generates an intermediary inquiry volume of 

over 10 billion euros per month. “This demand shows that machinery and commercial 

vehicle dealers worldwide are increasingly relying on digital solutions. Our goal is to 

provide them with the best platform to do so”, Muschler explains. 

 

 

 

 



Machineseeker Group GmbH | Kronprinzenstraße 9 | 45128 Essen |Germany 

Phone: +49 201 857 86 10 | Email: info@machineseeker.com | Web: www.machineseeker.com 

7/9  

Company development 
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Your Personal Contact 

 

We are happy to make time for you. Visit us in our beautiful office in Essen.  

 

For photo, video and interview requests, please contact: 

 

 

Felicitas Engel 

Company Spokesperson 

 

Email:  felicitas.engel@maschinensucher.de 

Phone:  +49 201 857 86 10 
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